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AGRICULTURAL POLICIESFORWHEAT: TOOLSAND OPPORTUNITIESFORSUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION

Wheatis a strategiccrop for global food securityandfor

the Italian agriculturaleconomy. However, productionis

under pressure due to climate change, sustainability

requirementsandmarketdynamics.

Agricultural policies play a crucial role in supporting 

farmers and promoting innovative and sustainable 

practices.
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WHY ARE 

AGRICULTURAL 

POLICIES BENEFICIAL?

Economicsecurity:

- Guaranteedincomethroughdirectpayments.

- Access to funds for innovative projects.

Competitiveness:

- Improvinggrain quality throughincentives 

and training.

Environmental sustainability:

- Adoption of environmentallyfriendly 

practicesto reduce environmentalimpact.
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Policy Scope Level

Contracts and Supply Chain AgreementsInternal Italian

National Strategic Plan (PSN) Internal Italian

Farm to Fork (EU Green Deal) Environment European

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Support European

International Wheat Agreements Trade European/Global

National Strategy for Organic Agriculture Internal Italian

Regional Policies Internal Italian

International Trade Policies Trade European

SUMMARY OF WHEAT POLICIES WITH A DISTINCTION BETWEEN EUROPEAN AND ITALIAN POLICIES
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FARM TO FORK (GREEN DEAL)

The Farm to Forkstrategy is the EuropeanCommission's

plan to ensurethatthe Europeanfood system:

1. Is fair, healthy and environmentally friendly.

2. Achievesclimate neutrality by 2050.

3. Protectsbiodiversity and natural resources.

Key targets (to be achievedby 2030):

- Reduce pesticideuse and associatedrisk by 50%.

- Reduce antimicrobial use in animalsand 

aquaculture by 50%.

- Decreasefertilizer use by 20%.

- Convert at least25 percentof the EU's

agricultural area to organic farming.

- Improve access to sustainablefoods and reduce 

food waste.
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FARM TO FORK (GREEN DEAL)

Application of Farm to Fork to wheat

1. Sustainablefarming practices.

The strategy encourageswheatfarmers to:

Å Reduce pesticides

Å Limit chemicalfertilizers

Å Increasebiodiversity

2. Promote organic farming

3. Reducingemissions

4. Climate resilience

5. Short and sustainablesupply chain
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FARM TO FORK (GREEN DEAL)

Support tools for wheat in the Farm to Fork.

To achieve the objectives, the strategy makes use 

of:

1. Grants and funding

2. Research and innovation

3. Transparent labeling

4. Training and outreach
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FARM TO FORK (GREEN DEAL)

OPPORTUNITIES

of Farm to Fork for wheat

1. Premium markets

2. Long-term resilience

3. Economic incentives

CHALLENGES

of Farm to Fork for wheat

1. High upfront costs

2. Large-scale adoption

3. International 

competitiveness

4. Monitoring and 

control
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SUPPLY CHAIN AGREEMENTS OR PACTS

MAIN OBJECTIVES

Å Enhance Italian agricultural production:

Promote Italian wheat, particularly durum wheat for 

pasta, ensuring quality, traceability and sustainability.

Å Stabilize the market:

Ensure fair prices and stable contractual conditions 

between farmers and processors.

Å Promote investments in the supply chain:

Support technological innovations, improvements in 

infrastructure production and sustainable processing.

Å Reduce import dependence:

Encourage the cultivation of Italian wheat to partially 

replace imports, especially durum wheat.
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Duration and areas of 

intervention

Agreements have a duration of 

3-7 years and cover areas such 

as:

1. Agricultural production.

2. Processing and marketing.

3. Technological innovation 

and sustainability.

Monitoring:

the Ministry oversees the 

progress of the contract 

and compliance with the 

commitments made by all 

parties.

Benefits for the wheat sector:

1. Stable prices

2. Improved quality

3. Investments

4. Supply chain integration

5. Sustainability

SUPPLY CHAIN AGREEMENTS OR PACTS
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National Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRP):

Supply chain contracts have been included among the initiatives 

funded by the NRP, with a dedicated allocation for the agribusiness 

sector.

SUPPLY CHAIN AGREEMENTS OR PACTS

Here are some significant examples:

ñHigh Quality DurumWheatò Supply Chain Contractin Emilia-Romagna:

Participants: Barilla Group, SeedProducers Company, and maingrain 

producer organizationsin the region, includingOp Grandi Colture Italiane, 

Op Cereali, Consorzio Agrario Terrepadane, Consorzi Agrari d'Italia and 

Consorzio Agrario di Parma.

Objectives: Annualsupply of more than120,000 tons of high-qualitydurum

wheatgrownon more than20,000 hectares, aboutone-third of regional

production. The agreement promotesthe use of specificseedvarietieswith 

superiorqualitycharacteristics, providingfarmers with a secure market 

outlet and agreedprices with quality premiums.

Supply Chain Contractspromotedby Consorzi Agrari d'Italia (CAI):

Participants: CAI and severalItalianprocessing industries.

Objectives: To enhanceItalianwheatproduction, with a focus on durumand 

soft wheat. CAI managesabout400,000 tons of wheat, 25 percentof which

falls under supply chain agreements. Theseagreements aimto stabilizeprices 

and protectfarmers from market fluctuations.

Supply Chain Contractssupportedby the Ministry of Agriculture:

Initiatives: The Ministry of Agriculturehasinitiatedstrategies to implementsupply chain 

contracts, with the goal of reaching50 percentof domesticproduce under supply chain 

contracts. Thesestrategies include allocatingfunds and resourcesto support suchagreements, 

promotingfood sovereigntyand sustainabilityof the sector.

In addition, to incentivizeparticipationin supply chain contracts, economicaid is provided: ñDe 

minimisò aid for durumwheat: For the 2024 marketing year, an aidof 100 eurosis grantedfor 

eachhectareplantedwith durumwheatcoveredby a supply chain contractfor at leastthree

years, usingcertified seed. Thissupport aimsto enhancethe valueof supply chain contractsand 

improvethe qualityof durumwheatthroughthe use of certified seed.
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INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENTS

The main objectives are:

1. Ensure global food security

2. Promote transparency in wheat trade

3. Stabilize international markets

4. Support developing countries

5. Encourage sustainable agricultural practices
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The International Wheat Agreement of 2023

ÅClimate Change

ÅGeopolitical conflicts

ÅGrowing demand

Italy's Role in International Wheat 

Agreements:

ÅStrategic Imports

ÅPromotion of quality wheat

ÅSustainability

Key points of the 2023 agreement:

ÅMarket transparency

ÅSupply assurance

ÅSupport for vulnerable countries

ÅPromotion of sustainability

INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENTS

Main Organizations Involved:

Å International Grains Council (IGC)

Å World Trade Organization (WTO)

Å FAO (Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations)
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CHALLENGES

for International Grain Agreements:

Å Geopolitical Conflicts

Å Price volatility

Å Climate Change

Å Global competitiveness

OPPORTUNITIES
for Italian Wheat:

Å Expansion into premium 
markets

Å Promotion of organic
Å International collaboration

INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENTS
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NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN

Objectives of the 

National Strategic Plan 

(PSN):

Å Environmental 

sustainability

Å Competitiveness 

and innovation

Å Development of 

rural areas

Å Conservation of 

natural resources

Å Contribution to 

climate objectives

Specific Measures of the 

National Rural 

Development Plan 

(NRDP):

1. Risk management

2. Sustainable 

irrigation

3. Soil conservation

4. Biodiversity

5. Innovation and 

research
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Applications of the NSP to Wheat
Wheat is a key crop for Italian agriculture, and the NSP 

includes specific measures to support its production in a 
sustainable way.

1. Promotion of quality durum wheat
2. Support for marginal areas

3. Reduction of environmental impact

NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN
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PSN CHALLENGES for wheat:

1. International competitiveness

2. Large-scale adoption

3. Monitoring and control

OPPORTUNITIES

provided by the PSN:

1. Increased sustainability

2. Economic support

3. Premium markets

NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN
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Main goals of the PAC:

1. Ensure a fair income for farmers.

2. Promote environmental sustainability.

3. Strengthen rural communities.

COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (PAC)

Å Income support for farmers: Wheat 

farmers receive direct funding, partly 

linked to the area under cultivation and 

compliance with sustainable farming 

practices (greening).

ÅMarket  management: The CAP provides 

measures to stabilize wheat prices, such as 

public intervention, private storage and 

export aid in crisis situations.

Å Promotion of sustainability: The EU 

encourages farming practices that reduce 

pesticide use, improve biodiversity and 

preserve soil quality.

Å Crop rotation: Regulations promote 

rotation to avoid soil depletion and improve 

crop resilience.
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COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (PAC)

First Pillar of the CAP 2023-2027:

1. DIRECT PAYMENTS

2. INCOME -COUPLED AID

3. MARKET MEASURES

4. ECOSCHEMES

Tools for wheat:

Å Public intervention

Å Private storage

Å Promotion and access to 

international markets

Benefits for wheatProduction:

Å Economicstability

Å Competitiveness

Å Sustainability

Challenges of Market Measures:

Å Timeliness

Å Global Competition

Å Social Acceptance

Goals of coupledaid for 

durum wheat:

Å Support farmers' 

income

ÅMaintainproduction in 

areasat risk of 

abandonment

Å Promoteenvironmental

sustainability

Role of Market Measuresin the wheatSector:

Å Price Stability

Å Support for Quality

Å Global Competitiveness
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COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (PAC)

Second Pillar of the CAP 2023-2027:

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Main goals:

1. Support rural communities

2. Promote environmental 

sustainability

3. Foster agricultural 

competitiveness

4. Economic diversification

Key measures:

Å Agro-climatic-environmental 

payments

Å Support for disadvantaged 

areas

Å On-farm investments

Å Innovation and training

Å Rural infrastructure 

development

Å Biodiversity support
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How does the CAP Support the Wheat Sector?

Key tools for wheat include:

1. Direct payments

2. Income-coupled aid

3. Rural development

COMMON AGRICULTURAL POLICY (PAC)
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1. National Strategy for Organic Agriculture 

(Italy)

2. Regional Policies (Italy)

3. Innovation and Research Policies (EU and Italy)

4. International Trade Policies (EU)

OTHER RELEVANT POLICIES
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ECOSCHEMES IN THE PAC

Key Goals of Ecoschemes:

1. Reduce the environmental impact of 

agriculture.

2. Protect biodiversity through ecological 

practices.

3. Improve soil and water quality.

4. Contribute to climate goals by 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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1. Ecoscheme 1: payment for animal 

welfare and antibiotic reduction; is related 

to animal husbandry and targets animal 

welfare and reduction of drug use on 

farms. Plafond: 370.23 million annually.

2. Ecoscheme 2: tree crop grassing, 

dedicated to all areas occupied by 

permanent crops (agricultural woody 

crops) and other fast-rotating permanent 

tree species. Plafond: 153.03 million 

annually.

3. Ecoscheme 3: safeguarding olive trees of 

special landscape value, for all olive 

grove areas of special landscape and 

historical value, including in association 

with other crops. Plafond: 147.8 million 

euros annually.

4. Ecoscheme 4: extensive forage systems, 

introduction of leguminous forage crops, 

as well as from renewal in rotation, with a 

commitment to residue management with 

a view to carbon sequestration. Plafond: 

160.26 million euros annually.

5. Ecoscheme 5: specific measures for 

pollinators, affecting arable land and land 

occupied by permanent tree crops. 

Plafond: 42.7 million euros annually.

ECOSCHEMES IN THE PAC
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Ecoschemes Applicable to Wheat:

(Sustainable Practices for Wheat 

Cultivation).

1. Crop Rotations

2. Conservation Agriculture

3. Weeding and Cover Crops

4. Precision Technologies

5. Green Infrastructure

ECOSCHEMES IN THE PAC


